
ADA International Fellowship Program: 2017 Fellows

The ADA International Fellowship Program was funded by the U.S. Department of State Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs, and implemented by the 
Association of University Centers on Disabilities (AUCD) in partnership with the Institute for Community Inclusion (ICI) at the University of Massachusetts Boston. 

Spring 2017 ADA alum Jackline Bartenge is a project 
officer for Women Challenged to Challenge, a Kenyan 
non-governmental organization dedicated to female 
empowerment. She spearheads a reproductive health 
project that targets young adults in special needs schools, 
and manages a scholarship program that supports the 
education of girls with disabilities.

Women Challenged to Challenge is part of a diverse 
coalition of over 30 civil society and government 
institutions called Action for Children with Disabilities 
(ACD). The coalition advocates for positive change in 
education, health, and social protection in Kenya.

Jackline also serves on the Ministry of Education’s 
Special Education Technical Committee, which conducts 
comprehensive evaluations of special education in Kenyan 
schools and reports to the President of Kenya.

Jackline is committed to confronting the influence of 
gender-specific health needs upon access to inclusive 
education. Many communities in Kenya do not have 
appropriate resources or school health facilities that can 
ensure access to sanitary towels for all female students, 

including those with 
disabilities. This leads to 
many girls being stigmatized, 
missing school days, or being 
withdrawn from education 
altogether. Girls with 
disabilities are excluded in this 
manner to a disproportionately 
high extent.

For her follow-on project, 
Jackline proposed to reach 
out to girls with disabilities 
in school and those who are not in school, and to engage 
the girls and their counterparts without disabilities in 
workshops on inclusive education, sensitivity to the needs 
of classmates with disabilities, and reproductive health. 

She planned to also engage and educate family members 
and teachers. Additionally, she proposed to mentor some 
of the participant youth with disabilities, so that they 
might become champions for this cause and positively 
influence their peers.

Jackline spent her fellowship at the Munroe-Meyer 
Institute at the University of Nebraska Medical Center, 
where she was co-supervised by the institute’s associate 
director, Dr. Wayne Stuberg, and Rachel Ray, a UCEDD 
program associate at the institute.
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Figure 1: Jackline presenting on her ADA International Fellowship 
experience to key stakeholders.

“As a result of the ADA International 
Fellowship Program, I got helpful 
information from the schools I visited 
during my placement in Omaha, Nebraska.”
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Since returning to Kenya, Jackline’s efforts have 
focused on information sharing and awareness raising 
(see Figure 1). She shared her fellowship experience 
with her colleagues at Woman Challenged to 
Challenge and members of the ACD, who were mostly 
interested in early identification/intervention for 
children with special needs and the important role of 
families in the education of those children.

“As a result of the ADA International Fellowship 
Program, I got helpful information from the schools 
I visited during my placement in Omaha, Nebraska,” 
said Jackline. “I’ve shared this information with the 
ACD network, which is mostly involved in influencing 
policy. This includes improving curricula to train early 
childhood teachers on milestones for children with 
severe disabilities. I’ve also shared skills of making re-
usable sanitary pads with 30 women with disabilities 
who work in our organization from time to time. This 
is one skill that I learnt from a staff at the Munroe-
Meyer Institute” (see Figure 2).

Figure 2: Jackline making re-usable sanitary pads. Jackline has yet to implement her follow-up 
project, due to funding challenges that Woman 
Challenged to Challenge has been facing for 
more than a year. However, Jackline said that 
they are expecting funding in September 2018, 
and that she will then consider how to fit her 
follow-on effort into her current project work.

The ADA International Fellowship has helped 
Jackline engage more stakeholders in an effort to 
improve inclusive education in her country. After 
she returned to Kenya, Woman Challenged to 
Challenge was asked by the Kenyan government 
to identify gaps in special education for a report, 
and Jackline had an opportunity to engage 
different stakeholders in that effort.


