
ADA International Fellowship Program: 2017 Fellows

The ADA International Fellowship Program was funded by the U.S. Department of State Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs, and implemented by the 
Association of University Centers on Disabilities (AUCD) in partnership with the Institute for Community Inclusion (ICI) at the University of Massachusetts Boston. 

Spring 2017 ADA alum Martin Mwongela Kavua is a 
chief education officer at the Kenya Ministry of Education, 
Directorate of Special Needs Education. In that role, 
he focuses on inclusive education (IE), educational and 
functional assessment of children with disabilities, and 
conducting training in special education and IE.

Prior to working at the ministry and while pursuing the 
ADA International Fellowship, Martin was a lecturer at 
the Kenya Institute of Special Education (KISE), training 
teachers and other professionals in special and inclusive 
education as well as Kenyan Sign Language. At KISE, 
Martin also conducted research and authored several 
publications on IE, communication for Deaf learners, non-
formal education, and Information and Communication 
Technology (ICT).

In addition to his work and research, Martin serves on 
the National Technical Committee on Digital Literacy 
Program, overseen jointly by the Kenya Ministry of 
Education, Science and Technology and the Ministry 
of ICT. He is also a member of the National Technical 
Implementation Team for the Secondary Education 
Quality Improvement Project, providing expertise in 
special education and IE.

Through the ADA 
International Fellowship 
Program, Martin sought 
to gain skills, knowledge, 
and expertise related to IE, 
specifically Universal Design 
for Instruction and Learning 
(UDIL). His goal was to build 
capacity by training KISE 
lecturers, practicing teachers, 
and other educational 
professionals in IE and UDIL 
using a train-the-trainer model.

Martin spent his fellowship at the North Dakota Center 
for Persons with Disabilities at Minot State University 
under the supervision and mentorship of Dr. Evan 
Borisinkoff, an assistant professor in the center.

Since completing his fellowship, Martin has shared his 
fellowship experience and knowledge gained in the United 
States with faculty and students at KISE and its Sigalagala 
Distance Learning Centre. He also developed an instruc-
tional intervention for teachers that he is implementing in 
two pilot primary schools in Nairobi County.

In February 2018, Martin won a grant from the UNESCO 
Regional Office for Eastern Africa to support an expansion 
of his follow-on project that will train one teacher in each 
of the 225 public primary schools in Nairobi County in IE 
practices (see Figure 1). Martin plans to use the funding 
from UNESCO to deepen and expand the teacher-training 
project to include other schools, with the long-term goal of 
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Figure 1: UNESCO Regional Office for Eastern Africa posted 
this article about Martin’s project.

“Participating in the ADA International 
Fellowship was one of the greatest and most 
eye-opening experiences of my personal and 
professional life.”

—Spring 2017 ADA alum Martin Mwongela Kavua

Source: http://www.unesco.org/new/en/nairobi/about-this-office/single-view/news/
introducing_teacher_training_special_and_inclusive_education/
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training several thousand teachers in Kenya by the end of 
the decade.

The UNESCO grant, with additional funds from the 
Association of University Centers on Disabilities 
(AUCD) and the North Dakota Center for Persons with 
Disabilities, allowed Dr. Borisinkoff to travel to Kenya 
in March 2018 to provide in-country support. Martin 
and Dr. Borisinkoff trained 95 educators from Nairobi 
County, including teacher trainers from KISE, practicing 
teachers, and educational assessment and resource 
teachers. Martin is planning to use feedback from these 
trainings to refine training materials for pre-service and 
in-service teacher training programs.

Martin and Dr. Borisinkoff also presented on their 
project and collaboration at the second conference on IE, 
hosted by KISE (see Figure 2). The conference, entitled 
“Inclusive Education: Strategies for Enhancing Access, 
Equity, Quality, and Opportunities for All,” took place 
from March 22–23, 2018, at the U.S. International 
University in Nairobi.

Martin is an active ADA alum, and served on the panel 
that interviewed the Kenyan semifinalists for AUCD’s 
spring 2018 Professional Fellows Program on Inclusive 
Disability Employment (PFP-IDE). Martin has also 
connected with Susan Masila, an ADA alum who serves 
as the national director for Special Olympics Kenya. 
Martin is supporting Susan’s initiative with UNICEF, 
building the capacity of head teachers and teachers to 
implement IE for learners with intellectual disabilities 
(see Figure 3). Plans are also underway for collaboration 
between Martin and Faith Muange, another ADA alum, 
to develop and implement an online literacy platform for 
Deaf learners.

In August 2018, Martin, Susan, and Vincent Odhiambo 
Ogutu, a PFP-IDE alum, participated in a stakeholder 
forum for non-governmental organizations (NGOs). 
During this event, they joined staff and leaders from 

other NGOs in contributing toward the 2018–2022 
Kenya National Education Sector Strategic Plan, working 
on the special education chapter.

In September 2018, Martin together with two other 
ADA alums (Susan Masila and Elizabeth Shiakamiri) 
participated in the review and ratification of national 
standards for Educational Assessment and Resource 
Centers (EARCs). Operated by the Kenya Ministry 
of Education, EARCs are responsible for educational 
assessment, referral, and school placement of learners 
with disabilities. There is an EARC in every county and 
sub-county in Kenya.

Reflecting on the impact that the fellowship training and 
outbound visit had on him, Martin said, “Participating in 
the ADA International Fellowship was one of the greatest 
and most eye-opening experiences of my personal and 
professional life. Dr. Borisinkoff and the North Dakota 
Center for Persons with Disabilities allowed me to 
experience firsthand how the American education system 
works at the primary, secondary, and higher education 
levels. Interacting with faculty at Minot State University 
and teachers and learners in various schools provided me 
with firsthand contact and learning. I am proud to be one 
of the interviewers for the Professional Fellows Program 
on Inclusive Disability Employment.”

Figure 2: ADA alum and mentor meeting.

Figure 3: Fall 2017 ADA alumna Susan Masila posted on 
Facebook about her collaboration with Martin.
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