
ADA International Fellowship Program: 2017 Fellows

The ADA International Fellowship Program was funded by the U.S. Department of State Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs, and implemented by the 
Association of University Centers on Disabilities (AUCD) in partnership with the Institute for Community Inclusion (ICI) at the University of Massachusetts Boston. 

Fall 2017 ADA alum Nuala Ribeiro works as a student 
support coordinator at the Aga Khan Academy, an 
International Baccalaureate School in Mombasa, Kenya.

There she oversees her school’s student support services, 
working with students with special needs who range in 
age from 6 to 18. Her responsibilities include carrying out 
educational assessments with in-class and out-of-class 
supports, as well as developing teachers’ and parents’ skills 
through workshops.

In addition to her work at the Aga Khan Academy, 
Nuala serves as an inclusive education consultant to the 
Mombasa County Government, which frequently calls 
on her to advise them on reforms, project design, and 

quality assurance.

Nuala has significant experience 
working with children with 
special needs in and outside of 
Kenya, having been a speech 
and language therapist in both 
her home country and the 
United Kingdom. She is deeply 
committed to improving early 
education practices as well 
as policy implementation in 
schools, and is especially interested in data collection 
and monitoring student outcomes beginning in early 
childhood.

Through her ADA International Fellowship, Nuala hoped 
to learn about cost-effective early intervention methods 
that could be applied in areas with scarce resources and 
high need. Nuala spent her fellowship at the Institute 
of Disability Studies at the University of Southern 
Mississippi under the supervision and mentorship of Dr. 
Susan Mayfield-Johnson, an assistant professor in the 
university’s Department of Public Health and the director 
of the Center for Sustainable Health Outreach.

For her follow-on project, Nuala intended to develop and 
implement the Teaching, Learning, and Care (TLC) early 
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Figure 1: A social media update from Nuala about her work.

“The ADA International Fellowship 
gave me the opportunity to learn about 
implementing programs using a bottom-up 
approach that is based on the belief that 
communities are capable of identifying 
their needs, setting an agenda, developing 
solutions, and making needed changes.”

—Fall 2017 ADA alum Nuala Ribeiro
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intervention program in Tononoka Ward, Mombasa. This 
program would train education, health, and social service 
providers on how to detect special needs in children 
between the ages of zero and 3, and ways to support 
families during early intervention. Nuala planned to use 
PhotoVoice to conduct a community needs assessment to 
inform the development of the TLC program.

Nuala and her fellowship mentor, Susan, received an 
outbound award from the ADA International Fellowship 
Program that allowed Susan to travel to Kenya in March 
2018 to provide additional in-country support. Susan 
trained 10 community health workers, 4 community 
facilitators, and 6 TLC program staff on conducting a 
community needs assessment using PhotoVoice (see 
Figures 1–2). The hope is that the community facilitators 
will go on to train and mentor community health workers 
in Tononoka Ward and other wards.

The PhotoVoice effort culminated in an exhibition that 
highlighted the pertinent issues affecting early childhood 
development in Tononoka Ward, Mombasa. More than 
100 stakeholders and community members attended the 
event (see Figure 3). Nuala used the results from this 
effort to inform the development of the TLC.

Nuala also created a student-led initiative at Aga Khan 
Academy for young people with and without disabilities, 
with the aim of increasing self-advocacy for people with 
disabilities and inclusive social-recreational activities.

As an ADA alum, she has been actively engaged in peer 
sharing and networking. She served on the panel that 
interviewed the Kenyan semifinalists for AUCD’s spring 
2018 Professional Fellow Program on Inclusive Disability 
Employment.

Reflecting on the impact of the fellowship, Nuala sad, “The 
ADA International Fellowship gave me the opportunity 
to learn about implementing programs using a bottom-
up approach that is based on the belief that communities 
are capable of identifying their needs, setting an agenda, 
developing solutions, and making needed changes. 
Working at the Institute of Disability Studies and the 
Department of Public Health at the University of Southern 
Mississippi contributed toward developing a more holistic 
approach toward improving the quality of life of the 
people we serve. This is a model we intend on piloting 
to increase the level of agency in the community and 
sustainability of early childhood development programs.”

Figure 3: A social media update from Nuala about her work.

Figure 2: A social media update from Nuala about her work.
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